NICK J. RAHALL I}, WV DON YOUNG, AK

RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER
Y JIM SAXTON, NJ
AT ELTON GALLEGLY, CA
ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA, AS ELTON GALLEGLY,CA
PR WAYNE T. GILCHREST, MD
TRANK PALLONE, 95, NJ - KEN CALVERT,CA
oM ST N.5. Houze of Representatives e
RUSH D. HOLT, NJ ,
p RICK RENZI, AZ

RAUL M. GRIJALVA, AZ . iRB ICKRENZLAZ
MADELEINE 2 GORDALLO, U Committee on Natural Resources STEVAN PEARCE W

N LUIS G. FORTUNO, PR
DAN BOREN, OK

; z CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WA
é‘égﬁ‘&iﬁ.{'{’é‘é‘ %i MD m&ﬁhtngtnﬂ, E‘H 2“5 15 BOBBY JINDAL, LA
Y LOUIE GOHMERT, TX

EDWARD J. MARKEY, MA LOUIE GOHMES
PETER A. DEFAZIO, OR TOM COLE, OK
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NY ROB BISHOP, UT |
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RI BILL SHUSTER, PA
Eglg lc(:l,«'\vr%syv (I:A BILL SALI, ID
JAY INSLEE, WA DOUG LAMBORN, CO
MARK UDALL, CO
JOE BACA, CA
HILDA L. SOLIS, CA LLOYD JONES
STEPHANIE HERSETH, SD REPUBLICAN CHIEF OF STAFF

HEATH SHULER, NC

March 29, 2007

JAMES H. ZOIA
CHIEF OF STAFF

Mr. Dale Hall

Director

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Director Hall:

The protection of wild, free-roaming horses on Western federal lands is a matter of
significant concern to me. Recent press reports announcing the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) seizure in Alberta, Canada, of 10 American mustangs culled from the herd at
the Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge raise serious questions in my mind about the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) existing wild horse removal and adoption program. I am writing
to request an immediate and thorough reevaluation of this entire program.

At present, the FWS implements its wild horse removal and adoption programs
pursuant to regulations found at 50 CFR 30.11-12 and under guidance provided in the Refuge
Manual at 7 RM 6. Under the existing program, the FWS is required to implement a rigid
screening process and comprehensive background check on all potential adoption agents. In
addition, existing regulations require the FWS to enter into cooperative agreements with all

such adoption vendors to ensure that any adopted wild horse is placed in qualified humane
facility to live out it natural life.

The RCMP seizure clearly exposes the inadequacy of the existing regulatory framework
and I would like to know exactly what the FWS is doing to cooperate with the RCMP
investigation. The credibility and compliance of contracted adoption agents is now suspect
and in need of immediate review. Moreover, existing procedures to track adopted animals
once they have been transferred to the care of an adoption agent can no longer be assumed to

be effective. The entire screening and tracking processes should be critically reevaluated from
top to bottom.
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This is a serious matter. Unlike other wild horses that roam on other federal lands
which are protected under the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Protection Act, wild
horses found on National Wildlife Refuges have no such protection other than that provided

- by the FWS. It is your responsibility to ensure the long-term protection of these animals.

For this reason, and because of concerns outlined in this letter, I respectfully request
that the FWS initiate a comprehensive re-evaluation of this program and suspend adoptions
until such time as new procedures can be developed and deployed to prevent the reoccurrence
of similar incidents. I would appreciate the courtesy of a reply at your earliest convenience.

With warm regards, I am
Sincerely,
AZ W
NICK J. RAHALL, II

Chairman
Committee on Natural Resources
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